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PRUMING s an essential part
al general garden maintenance
But Gflen it hes an aura of mys
tery. Tor  many  gardencrs,
fuelled by fear and ignorance,
Fear because, onca the cut is
made thare is no going back.

And jgnorance because it's
Impartant 0 undersiand  the
reasons for pruning and the
fact that different plants have
different needs at different
times of the year. That's why it
fills me with sadmess 1o 260
that the terdemcy, nowadays,
is to hack avarything back with
a hedgetrimmer regardless.

There are several reasons
why pruning is essential.
Firstly for health, You should
check wour plants regularly and
e dead, diseased, weak,
ingrewing and rubhing branch
s, which can bE a sowrce or
cause of infecltion. Cut them
back to a healthy shoob or new
buds, Plants can also outgrow
thedr allotted spacs, o0 regular
pruning will kesep them under
oGl

You  prung oo Influence
=haoe, particularly in the casa
of hedgos and Lopiary, wherg it
is mecessary 0 maintain e
required outhine.

Fruning is  important  to
ancourage flowars. To Know
when to prune is vital, as flow-
ers are producsd on stems of
@ particular age, either on the
previows of cufrent S2pson’s
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growth and some on oldor

wood.

Aalso older stems lose their
colour, sooregular pruning is |
fecessary 1o produce brightly- |
coloured wood, Young stems |
of dogwood and salix ook |
spectacdlar this time of year,

Pruning is neodod Lo remove
raversion  and SUCKETS,
Variegated planis are inelined
to revert, producing  Viggrous
plain green shoots, These
should ke removed before they |
take over, Alsn suckers should |
be cul out 3t the base as scon
as they appearn

Happy gardening

Martin Little



