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T e P R i TR
CALTHOUGH it's & job which
often gets overlooked or put
off, cutfing a hedge s an
essential part of summer
‘maintenance.
¢ It s also
satisiving 1o see o shaghy
‘outline wransformed  into @
‘uniform shape that sets off

the entire garden.

The secrel of the perfect
heddge is simple and here
‘are a few tips 10 obtain it,

Many pecple imagine the

that

immensely:

ullimate hedge shape: 1o

hava perdectly  straight,
wertical sices and a precise
horizental 1op.

In fact a gradual slope, S0
the  hedge
wider at its  base,
hetier as it allows |ight to
fall more. aventy on [ts sur-
Tace,

Mever have a wider Lop, as
this will shade the lower
branches eventually causing
-a bare base,

s
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A top-heavy shape  will

also be mugh more prong 1o
damage from — snow,
which  may break the
branches in the winter,

. —

| “admit,

A good eye is ofien all
that's needed to produce an |
e cit, =y

S0 stand: back often, o
check the shaps. | must
though, that' this
comes wilh experience.

A simple guide can be
made fram’ bamboo canes
and string, and this is
papecially useful for getting

‘a shralght top.

‘A mature hedge can he
kept  in chesk by
simply cutting off all new
growth made dunng lhe
SUMIMEr.

Whan eslabllshing a
hedge, it’s also Important to
prume froms the start,

This may seem a waste of
growth when looking for a

-qu:q:k; hedees .

But it pays dividends In
the end as earty pruning will
Bncourage  bushy  growth
which will furnish the hedge

with branches to  lhe
gr-:uund i
Always L5e thia

correct  equipment  for
a safe and elfective job
and choose tools that ara
comfortable for you to

manage. |

Yo may think, for
example, that a longer
Blade will get the work dong |
quicker, BUt it may not be an
advantage if It makes the
tool heavy and cumber-

SOme.

Happy gardening




